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Joseph Lechuga, his wife Dolores and their two small children, Joseph age six and Jeremy
age four, spent last Thanksgiving with his sister and her family in Victorville, California.
On November 28, 1997, at about 4:00 p.m., Joseph and his family left Victorville to return
to their home in Highland Park, California. Their route oftravel took them onto the
Angeles Crest Highway through the San Gabriel Mountains in Los Angeles County. It
appears that their vehicle hit a patch of ice on a curve on this highway and, as a result, the
vehicle went over the edge of the road. (That portion ofthe Angeles Crest Highway was
closed for the winter the following morning). The vehicle traveled down a steep bank and
landed upside down at a point approximately one hundred and thirty (130) feet from the
edge ofthe highway. Mr. Lechuga died of the injuries he sustained in the accident, the
two small Lechuga children froze to death and Ms. Lechuga either froze to death or was
killed by wild animals. (Copies of newspaper accounts of the accident are attached hereto
as Appendix "1").

Attempts to call for help from the Lechuga cellular telephone.

Dolores Lechuga subscribed to cellular telephone service from Airtouch in Los
Angeles, California. Airtouch is a "B" side cellular carrier. Ms. Lechuga had her cellular
telephone with her at the time of the accident. This cellular phone is described as a hand
held Motorola flip phone (ESN Hd4276ecl - 021202584257). This phone has not yet
been recovered. Six calls for help were attempted from this cellular phone the day after
the accident starting at 1:09 p.m. The last attempt was at 1:20 p.m. In each instance the
calling information reached a cell site. (Attached as Appendix "2" hereto is a copy ofa
print out which shows the calling information received from the Lechuga cellular phone by
the Fresno MSA Limited Partnership cell site near California City). However, as the
information in Appendix 2 also shows, none of these calls were connected and what the
caller heard was "dead air." The Alliance's tests demonstrate that a 911 (or "1-911") call
made from Ms. Lechuga's cellular phone could have been completed had such call been
routed to the 911 dispatcher by means of the strongest available cellular signal in the area.

The nation's cellular telephone systems were not designed for use with hand held
portable cellular telephones.

Cellular systems were designed to communicate with three (3) watt cellular
phones, which are installed in a vehicle, run by its car battery, and connected to a hi-gain
twelve (12) inch antenna mounted on the car's roof (such 3 watt phones are referred to as
"mobile cellular phones"). Despite this fact, approximately ninety five percent (95%) of
the cellular phones currently in use throughout the U.S. are hand-held units which operate
at six hundred (600) milliwatts, powered by a small battery, and connected to a short stub
or pull out five (5) inch antenna (these phones are referred to as "hand held portable
cellular phones"). A mobile cellular phone is approximately five (5) times more powerful
than a hand-held portable cellular phone.

Attached as Appendix "3" hereto is a copy of a typical cellular system coverage
map, which appeared in an advertisement published in the trade magazine Global Wireless



News, in its JanuarylFebruary 1998 issue. This map illustrates the difference in actual
coverage that is afforded to mobile cellular telephones as compared and contrasted to the
actual coverage for hand-held portable cellular telephones.

Description of the problem faced by the consumer who is using a hand-held portable
cellular telephone and, specificaUy, the user of the Lechuga cellular telephone.

When a cellular call is initiated by pressing the "send" button on the cellular phone,
three "words" are digitally transmitted from the phone to the cell site. The first word is
the number of the cellular phone, the second is the area code ofthe phone and its
electronic serial number, and the third word is the number dialed. These words are sent
five (5) times over a dedicated cellular control channel, using a wide-band data fonnat
with error correction capability. The cell site uses this error correction capacity to restore
any digits lost during transmission. After the words have been received, the cell site sends
out a wide-band signal that instructs the cellular telephone to tune to a particular voice
channel. (This is shown in Appendix "2" as "IRDO"="Initial RagiQ"). The cell site then
sends a tone (known as the "Supervisory Audio Tone") on that channel and waits for a
"handshake" tone from the cellular telephone. The bandwidth assigned to this tone is
much narrower (2 kHz) than the wide bandwidth assigned to the wide-band digital
transmission ofthe words used to initiate the call (30 kHz). Thus, the chances of
successfully completing this "handshake" are significantly reduced. During this process
the earpiece of the cellular telephone is muted, so that the user hears nothing but dead air.
When the cell site receives the handshake tone, a voice connection is made and
communication can take place.

We know from the information set forth in the printout attached as Appendix "2"
that the handshake signal from Ms. Lechuga's hand-held cellular telephone was never
heard by the cell site. (The combination of the structure code and the DCS information
demonstrates that this is what occurred). We also know that the signal strength ofthe
words was very weak and that, as a result, no voice communication was possible from a
hand-held portable cellular telephone on the "B" side. (See Appendix "2," "RSIND" =
"Received Signal Indication"). Nevertheless, Ms. Lechuga's hand-held portable cellular
telephone would have indicated to her that the phone was "in service" and it would not
have switched to the other cellular system, the"A" side system, where voice
communications could have taken place. (It would not have switched under any
circumstances if programmed to use the "B" side only. Cellular carriers frequently
program cellular phones to only work on the side used by their cellular system).

Description of the tests conducted by the Alliance at the site of the Lechuga
accident.

In December 1997, a test was conducted from the Angeles Crest Highway at a
point immediately above the Lechuga accident site. (The Angeles Crest Highway and
U. S. forest in the immediate area were closed at this time and the site itselfwas not
accessible). A Motorola three (3) watt mobile cellular telephone and an Oki six hundred

2



-,

(600) milliwatt hand-held portable cellular phones were used in this test. Both cellular
telephones indicated at they were "in service" on both the"A" side and the "B" side
ceHwar systems. The carriers providing this "in service" signal level (based on SID
identification) for the '.A" side was Kern County Cellular Holdings and for the "B" side
was Fresno MSA Limited Partnership. The measured signal strength of the signal from
the "A" side was 20% stronger than the signal strength from the "B" side.

Set forth in Appendix "4" hereto are pictures ofthe place where the Lechuga
vehicle left the road and where it came to rest. Also, included is a picture looking up
from a point approximately one twelve hundred (1,200) meters below the accident site.
(This photograph was taken near the South Forle Campground). As these pictures show,
the area is covered with tall pine trees that are well spaced apart from each other. There
is a clear line of sight from the roadway to the Antelope Valley desert floor below. It
appears that this line of sight was unobstructed from the point where the Lechuga vehicle
came to rest. In checking the signal strength ofFresno MSA Limited Partnership, the
road was walked with the Old hand-held portable cellular telephone to a point where the
pine trees partially obstructed the line of sight. The hand set signal strength meter
flickered at this point between "in service" and "out of service"on the "B" side but
remained "in service" on the "A" side (showing one bar out ofthree).

Had the Lechuga cellular telephone been equipped to automatically select the
stroDgest compatible signal when 911 is dialed, the emergency calls would have gODe
through.

The coverage map for a typical cellular system shown in Appendix 3 is useful to
illustrate the problem. At the point where the Lechuga accident occurred, the signal from
"B" side carrier is in a "yellow" zone that provides service to mobile cellular telephones
but not hand-held portable cellular telephones. Thus, communications were possible
from a mobile telephone but not from a hand-held portable cellular phone. Had the
Lechuga cellular phone been located in a no signal "green" zone and been programmed
to switch to the other carrier, it is reasonable to assume that the emergency calls would
have been connected. However, because there was a signal from the "B" carrier
sufficient to provide service to a mobile cellular phone, the hand-held portable phone
would not switch to the "A" side's cellular system even though communication was not
possible on the "B" side's system. This is due to the inherent design of cellular systems
which are intended to communicate with a mobile telephone which is five times more
powerful than the hand-held portable cellular phone. Modifiying the hand-held portable
cellular phone to be "out of service" unless it receives a higher level of signal strength
from the cellular system is not a solution because the "Down-Link" signal from the cell
site and the "Up-Link" signal from the hand-held portable phone will be balanced in
those cell sites that provide "Portable-Grade" service in various parts of a cellular
system's coverage areas. e.g. "core" cell site such as those sites found in downtown areas
and other well-trafficked business districts.
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In testing the area surrounding the Lechuga's accident, calls were successfully
placed from the Motorola mobile telephone at the test site over both the "A" and the "B"
side cellular systems. Calls were also successfully placed over the Oki handheld portable
cell phone on the"1'-:' side from the test site to 911 and a very clear channel of
communication was established with the 911 operator in Bakersfield, California. This
indicates that the coverage from the"1'-:' side carrier was in the "red" zone for service to
hand-held portable cellular telephones. Thus, had the Lechuga cellular phone been able
to access the"A" side carrier's system, it is safe to say that all of the six (6) emergency
calls from that phone would have been completed.

TJae nearby "B" side cellular system did not provide coverage to the mountain area
where the accident occurred.

Attached as Appendix "5" hereto are maps showing the location where the
accident occurred and the line of sight from the location ofthe accident to the cellular
sites in the area. The elevation at this point is approximately twenty two-hundred (2,200)
meters. At the lower South Fork Campground location (approximately 1,000 meters), a
strong signal was received on the "B" side from Airtouch cell site in Lancaster,
California, which is located approximately fifteen (15) miles from the accident site. The
reason why the Lechuga cellular phone was unable to access the nearby cellular system is
due to the antenna pattern used by Airtouch. (See Appendix "6"). This antenna pattern is
designed to put as much energy in a horizontal plane as possible. (Other antenna patterns
are available which would provide a signal in a more vertical plane and it appears that the
Angeles Crest Highway could be covered by the Airtouch cellular system with such an
antenna pattern). Cellular service is generally available throughout the Antelope Valley
floor from local cellular carriers up to an elevation of about 1,000 meters. As one travels
north across the Antelope Valley, the Tehachpi mountain range rises in elevation. The
cell site reached by the Lechuga hand held cellular phone is located in California City,
approximately fifty (50) miles away, and is operated by the Fresno MSA Limited
Partnership. The approximate elevation of this cell site is twenty three hundred and
seventy five (2,375) meters and there is a clear line of sight from this cell site to the
accident location.

The Fresno MSA Limited Partnership cellular system also uses a horizontal
antenna pattern. Ifone were to draw the two actual areas of coverage from the lower
elevation Airtouch cellular system and higher elevation Fresno MSA Limited Partnership
cellular system, across the Antelope Valley, it would look like a two-layer cake. The top
layer from Fresno MSA Limited Partnership provides mobile cellular telephone service
to the Angeles Crest Highway where the Lechuga accident occurred. However, the top
layer from the "A" side cellular carrier, Kern County Cellular Holdings system, provides
hand held portable cellular telephone service to the same area. Thus, since neither "B"
side carrier provided portable grade service to the Lechuga accident site, the only means
of communication from the Lechuga cellular telephone was over the "A" side cellular
system.
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BlaIIling the victim.

The newspaper articles about the accident have blamed the user ofthe Lechuga
cellular phone for the phone's failure to connect to 911. These articles erroneously
indicated that one ofthe calls, intended for Mr. Lechuga's sister in Victorville, but with a
number transposition in the area code, was completed to a hospital in Georgia, i.e. the
cellular system was not at fault. We know from the information shown in Appendix "2"
that this statement is not correct. These news articles also say that the reason the call to
911 was not completed is that the caller mistakenly dialed "1-911." The fact that 1-911
was dialed is leamed from the same document that shows that no calls were completed
because ofthe weak signal level. Therefore, it is fair to assume that the person or persons
who provided this false information to the police authorities and the source ofthe false
information, which stated that the call did not go through because the caller dialed 1-911,
knew, in fact, that the actual reason that call did not go through was because Ms.
Lechuga's portable hand held cellular phone was not able to access the "B" side cellular
system even though her phone was showing that it was "in service". Needless to say, the
false finger pointing at one ofthe deceased family members as the cause ofthe failure to
reach 911 has greatly contributed to the upset and grief of the surviving members ofthe
family.

Blocking 911 calls.

There is no reason why a caU to "1-911" should not go through in any event. 911
is not an area code and 1-911 should be clearly and easily recognized as an emergency call
by any cellular system. Consumers are instructed that it is necessary to dial "1" when they
are roaming out ofthe service area oftheir home carrier. It is logical to assume that many
consumers would do so in emergency situations. Despite these facts, we found that the
Fresno MSA Limited Partnership was indeed blocking calls made to 1-911 while the Kern
County Cellular Holdings cellular system was connecting those same calls. We know
from the information set forth in Appendix 2 that the dialed number information is
recorded at the mobile telephone switching office even ifthat caU is not completed. Thus,
we can safely assume that Fresno MSA Limited Partnership knows that dialing 1-911 is a
common mistake and the blocking ofthese calls is intentional. We checked other systems
in Atlanta and Tampa and found that Bell South and GTE were also blocking 1-911 calls.
We went on to determine that calls to *-911 and #-911 (emergency prefixes in other parts
ofthe country) were also being blocked.

Conclusion.

This tragic accident is another illustration of the life saving potential of the
Alliance's two year-old proposal before the Federal Communications Commission that all
cellular telephones be equipped to automatically select the strongest compatible signal
when 911 is dialed. Had the Lechuga cellular telephone been equipped with this strongest
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signal feature, the emergency call made to 911 (or 1-911) would have been completed.
thus there is the substantiallikeJihood that lives would have been saved as a result.
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• ..ady: _...lis frol11 victims' oi~lIular

phone brought no helD, relatives say.

By MATEA GOLD
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The truck had skidded dI)wn a snowy embankment
from .the winding hlghv,,'ay above, ,~rashing and
tumbling down the cliff bl!fore coming to rest 011 its
roof, 300 feet below.

H At least one person \lIas still aliVf!~ in the cold
~esa. And the only lifeline in that fre,ezing. isolated
ravtne was the family's cellular telephone.

Five calls went out frclm the icy forest, relaUves
Slid. Two were unsuccessful attempts to reach I'ela­
Uvea. Two more were to dil'ectory assistance.

The final number dialed Nas 911.
But for reasons still unkllown, that caU also failed to

brinI help. And by then, it may have been 100 late,
When the Lechuga family failed to ll'etum to their

_I.nd Park home after spending 'l'hankagiving in
Vlctorville, relatives knew somethinl was wrong.

They bepn searching everywhere-the desert
roadI of the Mojave, the hills north of Los Angeles­
cIDged by a single question: How could an entire
lamiJy diaappear?

...
A32

PJ....... FAMlLY,..us D'I>Iores and Joseph l/!chuga witj, their two sons.

THURSDAY. DECEMBER 1 . 1997 * LOS ANGELES TIMES

FAMILY
Coatiaa" from Al

Jose Lechuga's brothers and sis­
ters made fliers with pictures of the
family. plastered them on the backs
of their cars and handed them out
as they drove around Southern
California. During the last week,
about 100 family members piled
into 15 cars to scour the route from
Victorville to Los Angeles.

Their agonizing search turned
into a frantic, frustrating endeavor
with a few tantaliZing clues. A
hotel owner said he saw the miss­
ing family at a gas station in the
town of Mojave. As one of their last
acts, the Lechugas helped a Vic­
torville family fix a flat tire on
Angeles Crest Highway the day
after thanksgiving.

The failed phone calls, the most
haunting clues of alL surfaced last
Friday. Relatives said Victorville
police investigators had tracked
five calls made on Dolores Lechu­
ga's cellular phone the afternoon of
Nov. 29, the day after the family
disappeared.

Although relatives said they had
been shown the telephone records.
Victorville police would not com­
ment on the calls.

And the family is left with
questions SWirling about the trag­
edy. wondering why the calls were
not successfuL

Their worst fears were con­
firmed Tuesday afternoon. A sher­
iffs search and rescue team saw
rn.... r...,.hllall'~ hi liP truck at the

SAN GABRIEL
MOUNTAINS C~I~~.

IANQIUS CREST HWl]
\~.

\ • .,. \ a

~E:·~J!
.P.......... · <Jl

--~;. '.:;10'. eAzrlu g! 30-

._ .AIb8mIn - «J
.5, 10.- ...; OMIL£S8
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LoI An~eles Times

bottom of the ravine in Angeles
National Forest, battered after its
slide down the cliff,

The bodies of his sons. Joseph. 6.
and Jeremy, 4, were found in the
cab. The remains of Jose. 34, were
beneath the bed of the truck. A set
of footprints led away to the body
of his wife, Dolores, 44, crumpled
on the steep snow-covered ground
150 feet away.

California Highway Patrol offi­
cials, who are investigating the
accident, said it is unclear why the
truck went off the curving road. a
treacherous stretch of hIghway
that is often closed in Winter.

The tightknit clan that immi­
grated from Chihuahua. Mexico,
gathered Wednesday in Highland
Park to mourn the wrenching end
to theIr search.

"They were so close, so loving,
that I guess that's why they were
taken together," sobbed Alma Le­
chuga. 38. Jose's sister-in-law.

"They could nevl~r be apart."
Jose and Dolores. who met at a

neighbor's party in Highland Park,
had been mamed 13 years and
lived ln a small house a few blocks
from other family members, The
youngest son )f eight children,
Jose had immigl'ated to the United
States in 1977. His wife was born
and raised in Highland Park.

Jose, a carpet installer, and Do­
lores, a homemaker, adored their
two sons, whom relatives remem­
bered as talkative and lOVing, The
family would often take outings in
Jose'$ motorboat and go camping in
the mountams,

Joseph. a precocious kindergart­
ner at Yorkdale Elementary
School. wanted to be in television
commercials. Jeremy wanted to do
everything his older brother did.

The two boys often perfonned for
the family. Joseph would dance to
the song "Staym' Alive" and pretend
to play the guitar whIle his younger
brother would eagerly imitate him.

"Can you believe it?" cried Hor­
tensia Quiroz, Jose's sister. "Those
sweet. loving boys are gone."

The family's Thanksgiving at
the house of Jose's sister Ermilla in
Victorville was an especially fes­
tive one. There was a birthday
celebration for Jeremy, who had
just turned 4 several days earlier.
Jose called Mexico to talk to his
father, whom he had not seen in 17
years. and decided he wanted to
visit him.

The Lechugas headed back to
Los Angeles about 4 p,m. ~ov, 28,

Please see FAMILY. :\33



FA~1IlY: Grief
Continued from ,\,3:
rheJay ..ite:- Thanks~·l1n~. instead Ji ~akmg ,heIr
usuai ~I)ute ·jown Interstat'e lS lOlO the basin. they
headen .jcross :he winding .':"ngeies Crest Highway
that C'u~" :nrough :he San Gaoriel Mountains. "He had
never ::r:':en that mad before," Quiroz said. "I can only
think :hat they wanted to show the kids the snow."

At :5:aO p.m.. the Lechugas stopped on the highway
to help a Victorville family ·.vith a flat tire. relatives
disccv;ered later.

That ·.vas the tast time they were seen.
When Jose didn't show up :'or \vork Saturday, l1i",

brother and co- Viorker :.Ianuel Lechuga oecame wor­
ried and alerted relatives. They began frantically
calhng others In the e)."tended iamily In Arizona. the
Napa Vailey and ~exico. danng to believe that the
family had perhaps taken a trip without telling anyone.

"We just kept hoping they would show up," Quiroz
said. "I can't believe they're gone. They were a part of
us. We are just left with so many memories."

In the midst of their grief. family members said they
are angry that the Los Angeles Police Department
ignored their initial pleas for help when the Lechugas
did not arrive home.

Relatives said that they tried to report the family's
disappearance Dec. 4 but that an LAPD officer refused
to take a report and told them to inform authorities in
Victorville. The case was transferred ~londay to the
department's missing persons unit.
"We~e angry because they didn't help us," ..;ald

Edgar L~chuga. 18. J cousin. "If they star~ed lLJuking
earlier. maybe they ·....auld have been sav~·~."

1.0,0 Angeles ?olice Chle~ Bern2J'd C Par:-:" rn"xdered
an Internal :n'.'Cstigallun :~:t8 ,::~ :":mlli\"s (On':pt<11:'t. ::,wi
department 'Poi.:t:~ma:' L·,. ,-\(1'.;,::)n': Alba.

Ht';2':V"~~ :F~l~l: <1 'v' the:: 1.vi~~ ~_hey 1ad 7::1i)\'/i1 \1/h-=re

'1 iU~!. ':~·'.";;'.h~.\·~';Ju:d n;.i'·':t?' knol.vn ho\v [:ar~j \-l/i.'

~:-:e(i :.\) f!~'~, ~f':'"~.-· :-:zud ~d?,l'" :"'echuga. "! \1./1::;:1 J1t~.1;

pr)!~l:l :-->i\:" :'~:'t"~" :"iy,l; :,lr ',\'c ',\'."T1r. to br~r:g ".hr::!1i :~rtr:k."



gone, Ana eJtct:f;. ,Of d UiW'C' U>.. "". _" •.

lost too.
"You see that bulldozer there?" said Channel

Islands NationaJ Park Supt. Tim Setnlcka. point­
illg 14 a piece of yellow machinery in the middle
of a stream bed. "The barn used to surround it.
The bulldozer is there. The barn i. not."

Only the two.ltorY adobe .tanda tall, but the
attum broUlhl • feet of water and muck jnside
the century-old building.

Once enVilioaed .,UJe centerpiece for touriaIn
on the Jaland. Scorpion .Ranch 11ea in tattera in
the aftermath of an El Nil\o..driven ltorm that
dumped more than llinchea of rain Friday.

"The hiatorical fabric of Scorpion Ranch ba'
been daina,ed·and may bave been lost forever,"
SetDicka aid, . . .

Qn Wednaday, SetuJeb toured the ranch to
..... the dama,e. and lay plana for what could
be it '1-million rutoratloP plan.
\. .

SlOIBUlS throu.h mud, potntfn, ~t bi,h­
water marka inside t;luiJdtnI. and lamenUna
thOle .tructure, wuhed to aea, Setnicka.
referred to the raneb II a "war lODe." .

CaUlbt behind a berm near the octaD', edle,
the runoff lifted the bunkhouae and floated it

Patk selVlce Fireflghter Rick Rat!i remove.
mud from ground ftoor of ranch adobtt.

downstream, Se\nlcka .aid. "Itwa, not enGUlb to
ma~e it a beactl hOUIe. But U',preUy darn elOIe."

Sanla Cruz Wand hal been part of the five­
Island pnk lince ita creation in 1980, but ranch­
era c~mtlnued to use ita e-.cern end unW last
year. ,

That ~ .whal Con" ....eizecftbe I,aoo-acre
ranch, lntent on re.torin, the btltoric buJ14IDIa

. and the environment there. '
Setniciu uid tbe unch.fI' land-u..

practic:a--alloWinl herell of~ to tr... on
the land-exacerbated the erosiOn and the dam­
age to the buildinp.
~ut a ranch managerwb~ work,~OIl t.be illand

. .1....... aANCH, IN

,<Vlvea t"UJ)) ~U"l ....... J

Wedneaday by a woma,. who
bope. to restart the final reMhng
place of movie Iltara lo its {onnef
splendor.

A federal biinkruptcy Judge
approved the iale of the 98­
year-old cemetery to Hollywood
mortuary operator Eileen Cal­
lanan for 53'15,000.
. Tbat price la far below Uae Clll·
mated $3 miQion that lOIRe have
oid the ~la Monlca Boulevard
fadULy iI worth. It iI ... tai 1__
thaD t.he "2.6 amJo» that one

; cem.eterll creditor 11 O\l'ed. aDd
below the fSOO,OOO nUnlmum b1d

. lOU8'ht for the property. month,"0m• baqJauplCY auction.
A Norther. CalIforaIa buyer

offered $215,000 for the W
park Hov. 12. But the URlav· .
eled u cielalll·wer. beiDI worked
out and the buyer dJacoveted bid-
dencOita. .

tV4 .... , •• Oft)'" ' , ••.

The lJ;ld,'~ IIICVlllllS OWller, Wc
Hollywllo,1 CClllclcry Assn,
ltedarcd 1l.\1II<.nljl!fy Apnl \ ilUll,1
i1llt:"i1UWIl~ of hliC •.t ill\jJl'(Jprit:llc~

WCdllciil.loly'a 11IJrdl.iOC pl,w I';

contll1gcnl 011 Cull,wall':> review
of lhe cemetery grolindli and il:o
lJuokll. The aale will be finahl:cd in
mid-Jimuary. biUlkruplcy Jud8e
Thomu B. Donovan WaM litialUed

by a parade of lawyera and tbe
memorial piuk', courl-appuhtted
trUitee.

Donovan acheduled it Dec. 29
bearln. to determine whether
CaUanan ia .atidied with the
property and with oIlice recor.
that detaU .uch thin•• a. the
number of remainins plota that
can be aoId and the endowment
fun;. If .be ii, lhe ,aJe will con­
clwle and autborilJea will ternu­
nat. cenletery abaDdoDment
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Mystery.'
MagIiifies

Grief in
family's

Death

\'

• T......: Calls from
victimsJ ce))u)ar phone

, brought no help, relatives
say.

By WA11!A GOLD
nwasrAffwaIT.

T be truck bad skidded dow!) a
snowy embanlunent from the

Winding highway above betore
eoming to reat up.ide, down. 300
leetbelow.

At least one perlon was diU
alive in the cold Itillne... And the
only JlteUne in that freesh1l, iIo­
lated ravine was the family's cel­
lular telephone.

Five caUs went out from the icy
forest, relatives aaid. Two were

. unauc~a.ful attempt. to reach

rel.Uve.. Two inor. were to tlutm' out AI aMy draY.........
directory .....unce. ' Southern CaUtonda. DurIq &he

The flnlll number dialed. waa . l.,t week. about lOO .....y ....m·
911. \ ber.'piled iato 15 car. tOlCour lb.

But for reAllOn' .101 unknown, route from VlctorvJlle to Lo,
tbiit call ,110 failed to brinl help. Ancel...
And by Ulen,lt may have been too 'l'helr ~OIlJsiA' ...reh turned
late. Into a franUc, 'n'baUn,

When t.he Lechu,a family endeavor rih a '.w &aD'e"sfDl
failed 10 return to ita HJPJancl duell. A Iwtel ow"er lUI he ..w
Park borne afLer .pendlna themlAin.fam11y.ta ....tattcm
Thanksgiving In VlctorvtUe, reJa~ in the town of Mojave. AI one of
lives knew aomethinl waa wrons. their laat act., the Lechu,a.

The y be.an ..ea reb In g helped' a Victorville family fix it
everywhere-the desert wadi of nat tire 011 Allsel.. ()eal Hilh-
the Mojave, the bJlla north 01 Loa way the day after ThanklPYiul·
Angelea-do,ied by a ,ingle The failed phone calli, the moat
queation: How could an enUre haunting duea of all, aurfaced lalt
lamJly disappear? Friday. Relatives old Victorville

Jo.e Lecbu,a'. brothera and police inveaU,atora bad tracked
aialer.madefller.witJaplclureaof flve caUa mlde on. Dolor..
tbe lamily, plutered tliem on the Lechuril', ceJlular phone tbe
backs of their cara and, handed afternoon pi Nov. 29. the day alter

aM f....' dilappeued.
.l&bou." relaUvea· .ald they

had beaD ,hown tbe telephone
recorda. Victorville police would
not COAlment on the tilila.

And the family ill len with
que.Uonl IwirlirlM iAbuut the
tr.,ed1. wonderIn, why the calla
Well; not IUCC:Cliiful .

T heir wout fear. were con­
firmed Tueiday afternoon. A

.heriftllJ &eilrch i1nd reil:Ue teilffi
Jaw JOIIe Lechuga's biue truck at
the boUom of the ravine in the
Anselea Nationlll Forest. battered
after Ita alide down the cliff.

The bodies ofhis sons. Joseph,
6, ilnd Jeremy, 4, were found in
tbe cab. The remains of Jose. 34.
were beneath the bed of the lruck.
.A let of footprints led away ~o the

rlca.e aec "'AM1LY, lit

1



lhere anymore
The damage at ScorpIOn Ranch

MondilY, itOlI SelOicka SilUJ Il IS 100

soon to .ay when it will be in (ull
Ine nallve vegelia.1U1I Will ,ouili
ha VI' kept the soil intact and

h.vcr y larmer ",.11 leu yuu when
the forecast saya a lot of rain. you

·Uul now lhey, ~ nevel liu'''e w

see what J saw"

FAMILY: Calls From Cellular Phone Went Unanswered
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r:ontlnu~d from BI
lJody of hiS wife, Dolores, 4t CnlHI­

plt'd on Ihl' steep snow -l'ov,'red
r,rollnd ISO feet away

Callfonlla Highway Patrol offi­
cia Is, who are inve~lIgalill~ lhe
ilcndl'lIl, Sowl It IS IInrll'ar why lhe
Lrllck weill 0(( tllr' curvlIIl! mad, "
lrp"rlll'rllll~ ~lrl'lrh of highway
thilt iR oH1'1l dOl'!''' in willtrr

Thl' lI~htkllit dan that illlllli­
gr"lcd frolll C'hihllahua, Mellico,
galheret! Wednesday III Highland
Pari, 10 mourn lhe wrpnrhin~ I'nll
10 lheir search_

"Thry IVrrr '<0 1'111111', :'10 100-in~,

lIul I gl\C~~ thill"R why lhey wrre
lakell lo!,:elher," sohberl Alma
Lechltga, 38, .lose's llister-in-Iaw.
·They rOlllri nl'vpr hI' apilrl."

.lo,~r and Dutnrrl'l, whn mel ;,1 a
nel!!hbor's parly in Highlilnri Par!I,
h .. <1 he 1''' lIlilrlled 1.1 )'eilf:'l and
IivI~rJ in il small houw il few blocks
flOll1 olh~r family members The
yllllllgt'sl SOil of eight children, .Jos~

h,ld 11\1I\1Il:l"aled lo lhl' \Jl\lt~(1

St..tt', III 1!l7'/. I lis wlfl' WilS Lorn
;11\<1 r;II,I'" il\ flij::hl.\Il1ll'illk

Ins". ;. rarpet IIIsl;lIll'r, and
Dolores, i\ h\ln\t~make... ililoredlheir
t ~'I\ :;nns, whoan relallves rellWOI­
l;"lrd iI,~ lalkativr~ amI lovlll~ The
r"'Hily tVolllt! ollen lake oulmgs in
.Jose's motorhoat and go camping in
the mOllntilllls_

.Ioseph. a precocious kindergart­
ner ill Yorkriale ~Iementary

School. wanted to be in television
commercials_ Jeremy wanted lo eto
everything his older brother did.

The two boys oElen performed
for the family_ Joseph would dance

\'

Shown In Lechuga family photograph taken In 1996 are. from bottom
left, Joseph. 6. Dolores, JOS8, and Jeremy, 4. all killed In accident.

10 the song "Stayin' Alive" and
prclend 10 play the swtM whll~ lu!;
younger brother would e;l!l"~r1y

iuul;rlc hUll

"Call you believe It-'·' f111~11

Horlensla QUiroz, Jns~·s Sisler
"Those sweel, lovlIlg boys are
gone."

The family's Thanksgiving at lile
house o( .lORe's sist l~r F.rrmll., In
Vlctorvill~ was an especially fe~­

live one There was a birthday cel­
ebrahon for Jeremy, who had Just
turned 4 several days earlier. Jose
called Mexico to lalk to his father,
whom he had not seen in 1'/ year~,
and decllJeti he wanled lo go back
and visit him

T he I.echugas headell bad 10
Los Angeles aboul 4 11.111 Nov

28, lhe day after ThallksglvllIl:
Instead of taking lhelr \~~ual r\)lJlt~

llown Interstale l~ illl\) the h,lsm,
Ihey headed across the windlllG
Angeles Cll'sl Highway lhal ClltS
I h r 0 ugh l heS.\ u (; a IJ I I e I
Mounlain:;_

"He had never Llnvell lhill lllold
befor e," QUiroz salll '" C;1\l ullly
think lhatlhey Willltcd III ~hlJw I he
kids lhe ~now."

At 5:30 pill, lhe Le,hllgal'
stopped on the highway 10 help a
Vll'lorvllle famIly with a lIal lire,
rdatives lhscovered later

'rhat was the lasllime they were
seen.

When Jose didn't show up for
work Saturday, his brother and co­
worker Manuel LeChuga became
worried and alerted relatives. They
began frantically calling others in

the exlended (.wuly III AIIZllna. Ihl'
Napa V,dky ,tllIl M'~l\lI·\), 11.1I·lIIt: Itl
bchev., th,- IIlI~:'lIIt: I)lil'\ b,Il) pt'l

'hipS "du'" ,j III), wllh",,1 1.-1111,/:

.myoll.'

··Wt~ Just lo."I'\ b"llIlI/; ih.,)' \\lIld,1
show Ill'·· l~IIIIO/. S,lll' ·1 1,111 I
hdll'VI' thl.'y'rr: gOlll" Th,')' ..... , .• ,.. ,
fMrl tlf liS We are jll.-I It'll wllh .',J
lIlany IHerIlUr,,',.; ..

In lhe "udsl uf lhell gClcC, fallllii
members said they i1r" .lugry t h,ll
Ihe Los Allgeles P,dlll' llel'illlmelil
Ignored their initlill pleas for hdp
when Ihe I.echugas dllJ 1101 'llllVt.'

home.

Hclatlves s.1I<1 Ih,,1 IIII'Y Ir,,·ti II)
rcpurl lhl~ 1;lllI\ly·s dl:",pl'e,.r<lllr,·
Dec 4 bill lhiil .Ill r,Af'1l 1I1f1r,'r
reftlsed lo liike " II'pml ,lIld (uld
lhem 10 Illfor", ,illthonlll·" III VIC
Illlvllle Th" C;I,I' '.... ;•.': 11,ltI~ll·1 r ".)

MlJllddY III lilt.' d"I',III""·,,I':; 1111:>':
illg per~olls IlIlll

"WI'·rl' ..lligry 1",\ ,.11.'" Ih, ...
,Ild,: t help lit; ,:,lld I<til;'''
Lechug". 18. " CU'I.''''' ··11 1h,·"
sl.lIll.'d 11Ioklll/; I'"illl'l 1",1)1 .. I),,·,
wUlIld have 11(''''' s,Iv,·d

Lll~ AlIgl'!,'.-· I'tdll" t 'III' { II,.
",Ird C Par ks h,,,: 1)1 dl·ll·d .11'
Il\lerll,d \IIvetillgallllll IIIIU Iht,
{i1l11lly's coml'l,lIId, ,ald ,kp,'11
lIlenl sjloh.eSnlall 1.\ A.,lhully AIL,t

Bclolllve:; IlIlW say lhey WIsh
lhey had known whe,,: 10 look

·'1 just Wish they could have
known how hard we lrled 10 f\lid
them," said Edgar Lechuga "I WIsh
they could have seen how far we
went to bring them back "
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w.... the c:&1. 1*2 "0.'
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...~~.-. .*t1•••~q. Rel:oT'oinq gerv)'(:Ef Not USGC."
••••••••~c= ~•••• ~••__.~~.-===~~====.=••••5 •••••••=

C~11ulAr-Orig. Call
~IO

N1PTMlQ
SCM:

MOD11. Unit R.l....
e 0000110'.4
6: 00000 100 .. 0
E OOOOOtOO.O

CA~~ TYP~tNO~-Tolt

C,naT:
N1PT6;O
PSCM:O
ReF 1 IT llftecl-out
T 19:12146.0
T oO,OOrOO.O
LSA:
OGSDGT I

BNuM:e13S647238
ANSST~T~U1'\t'\natlllet".Q

1339
TO DN,O
neslo.
tRDO: 5
~I)O, S
D 11-29-97
D 00-00-00
E 00000.00.0
FtSIND: 1
MSN:"d427&ecl

STRUCTURE COt·E;
RECI'
910caa.
leS: a9
L.CB I as
\Ie l

\.,AND'
!WAVr
9rvp.O
SRFEAT:O
SfHG:O SRTM sO
CIOPER:No O~.rator lnvo\ved
TlMINOr

Charoe GUIil"'d
SER~EATINc "rvi~. F••tur.
OBEAIND:Not ~n Ov.r••~~ C.. \\ ~NPA not dl~1ed)

DIALtAPX Basic Routl~
LSAINDtNc ~SA Voie. C~ann.t Ti.in;
f'1RSTATl

"~Me'!'~~qe' Recon:tin\i Set'vicp. Not U!lU"'\'iu
=NAM__•••__._*__* ••••~=.=•••••••Q~__.aaw~__.u~u.a•••~w"a_.~a••&~.....

'06._

C.ttular-OrlQ_ Ca\\
HOF,O
NIPTM,O
SCM I
Oeeurored
i 00000:44.5­
E 00000,00.0
E 00000:00.0

. ': .- ::".~... .
'.

TYPE:INO"-Tott
crDaT.
N1PTS.O
PSCM.O
ReF I : No rall u .. ~
T 1a =14 :ca 1 .5
T OO:OO~OO.O

LSAI
DCSOeT·&
'BNUI,\ tela9647239

ANS5T~r,Un."&wer~d·

4339 CA~L

TO ON~70~2~~519~O

OCS:O
tROO: 3
LRDO; 3
o u-a'i-97
o OO-OO-Ol)
E 00000100.0
RSIND; 1 .
I'1SI~ :nd..2?&ec:\ "

....~~~ :."".
11'''-'0 t ved .

STAUCTUlltE CODE:
,.,: 13
StO,Sea
It& ••1
\..1:9. CtS
VCa
LAND.I.
~Y.I
·,rvp.,:o ,
3RFEAT rO .
iRTG10 'SRiMtO

• ·C1OPER sNo"Ooerator
. B+~f_J, 1";'" J.a .• ; ,
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'... Ch.,.,e .....0
SERVF.EAT:No 5ervt~. F••tu~.
OSEAIND:NOt An OY~r •••• Call (NPA not diAled}
nlA~.Ap~ 1&.1~ R~t~ng

~[N~~~O LSA V01~e Cnanne\ Tl~lnQ

MASTAT'l' \
'. "~..~., 6••Qe A'gc;ordit'l9 S.,-vlce Not u••,,". \.- -.._-- ==:=.__e====~====u:;~==-._ ••••_ _ ~.

"' .
S~RucrUR! COCEs 1399 CALL TYPE;NOn-Tol1 Cetlul&r-QrlQ. C.l\
REC;6>":: TO DN t 1911 C1DGT r "'OF:O
6tO.221· OCS:o NIPTG'O NIPTMIO
lCS:.SS lRDO: 8 PSCM~O ~l
LeSe a8 LRDO: • RCFtrNo Fal\U~. O~~~rr.d

. \,Ie r .' 1) 11-2,..97 i L~U20 11::5.1 E 0000011 CJ. 7
LAND ,"::;:" D 00-00-00 T 00 100 :00 .0 E=. 00000 ~QO.0
3W~" i' £ 00000 :00.0 l.SA t . e: 00000,00.0
~TVPIO RS1NDJl OCSDGTe
9~AT10 MSN,nd427~ecL aNUMs21SS&4i2S9
tRTsiC);SATMtO ANasrAT,Unancw."lifd
CtOPeRiNo Op.rator 1nvol~&a
TII1INn1~... '. - .", .
se:~~;t.'T.: :No ,Be.-"11:. 'F•• t f,.(f"'e

- •.~~~~~~~5~~.~i:ti~~~J:H (~PA, ~~~; tH ~ ~.~ ~ :~..: ':{~;'I: "~"'.~ ~..'""".;)
I SAtND.NQ l-SJ:t Voice Ch,anng\ Ttm1nq ,~;. .~~
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GET RID 0 0 T HAT 0 I R T Y L I' L ESE eRE TIN YOU ~ ::l E S K 0 RAW E R. You know - the "coverage "ap

mop." It's the mop you check when you get persistent complaints about starlcJnd dropped calls in a specific area. Now there's a

woy to C LOS E CO v ERA G EGA P S .vithout the major expense oj adding new celi sites: Superconductor TechnologIes'

SuperFiiter. . In customer field results, SuperFilter hos expanded portoble cellular coverage

SUPEFtFILTER-

M0 RET HAN 60 %. And as your coil quality improves, so does customer minutes of use.

So stop catching static - find aut how the proven, practical. compact SuperFilter can oenefit you

~ ACT U A L DOL LA R S. Call 800-727-3648 extension 723, or ',;s;t "s at ,v.vw.suptech.com.

~.~ SUPERCONDUCTOR
'lIjjjjlIl" TECHNOlOGIES
ADVANCED WIRELESS SOLUTIONS
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Looking North Across the .-\ntelope Valley
From the Angeles Crest Highway

..-::, .~-
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The Place Where The Lechuga Vehicle
Went Over The Edge Of The Road



The Point Where The Lechuga Vehicle Came To Rest

The View Looking Up Towards the Accident Site
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